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Introduction
In August 2007, several concerned and dedicated citizens came together to problem-solve an
unfortunate occurrence; the loss of the Boonsboro Recycling Bin. The group was made up of
Boonsboro residents, a Town Council Member, the Town Manager and the Washington County
Recycling Coordinator. Since then, their efforts have led to the return of the Recycling Bin to
the community and to much more.

The resulting energy generated by the formation of this Task Force has resulted in a clear
mission:

To promote recycling and conservation efforts within the Boonsboro Community
through service and education.

This document provides a history of the Boonsboro Recycling Task Force along with the first
year's activities and accomplishments. In addition, the committee’s vision and recommendations
for the future are included.

History of the Boonsboro Recycling Task Force

In the summer of 2007, the Boonsboro Recycling Task Force (BRTF) was born out of dismay
over the removal of the recycling facility from the community. The Boonsboro Mayor and
Council voted in July 2007 to remove the only recycling bin in the town because the site behind
the Gesac building on Orchard Avenue was being used as a dumping ground for everything from
sofas to computers.

As a result, Councilman Kevin Chambers, along with Town Manager Debra Smith, assisted in
organizing a committee to find a new site for the recycling bin and to find a better solution to the
problem. The BRTF was then formed with Boonsboro resident Janeen Solberg as the Task Force
chair.

On August 15, 2007, the BRTF had its first official meeting. At that meeting, task force
members expressed disappointment over the loss of the recycling facility, concern over having to
drive a long distance to recycle and frustration that a few irresponsible citizens ruined the facility
for everyone else. They agreed that they were opposed to dumping reeyclables in the landfill,
wanted to set a good example and desired to make recycling convenient for the residents. Out of
that initial meeting came two goals (Attachment A):

1. Short-term: Bring the recycling bin back to Boonsboro

2. Long-term: Establish curbside recycling



Activities and Accomplishments

During the remaining months of 2007 to the present, the Task Force, an action-oriented group,
has moved toward accomplishing its goals. Additionally, Task Force members have endeavored
to improve the environment and to further educate both adults and children in taking positive
steps towards a greener Boonsboro.

1.

Return of the Bin

After much discussion and several appeals to local businesses, a decision was
made and approved by the Boonsboro Mayor and Council to place a recycling bin at
the State’s Park ‘n’ Ride facility at the intersection of South Main Street (old U.S. 40)
and MD 67. The bin was in place on December 20, 2007.

It is through vigilant monitoring of the bin by the BRTF that the area has
remained clean and safe for recyclers. Each day of the week, the bin is visited by a
member of the BRTF. When it is observed that the bin is at least 80 percent full, a
call is placed to the county’s Solid Waste Department, which contacts Allied Waste
Company to schedule a service call to empty the bin as soon as possible. Through the
dedication of Task Force members and the unfailing support of Harvey Hoch, the
Washington County Recycling Coordinator, our community has been spared the
burden of an unsightly and unsafe recycling area (Attachment B).

Community Recycling Survey

At the first meeting of the BRTF, it was decided that it would be prudent to
survey the residents of Boonsboro as to the issue of recycling. The Mayor and
Council reported that a short survey was mailed to residents along with their utility
bills in 1995, There was minimal response to that survey. Councilman Kevin
Chambers, liaison to the BRTF, advised the committee that responses from 30 percent
o;tgzt town’s households would provide an accurate measure of the town's recycling
needs.

Task Force member Barbara Wetzel, with the support of other Task Force
members, created a survey (Attachments C and D) that would be conducted door-to-
door in the nine neighborhoods that comprise the entire community of Boonsboro,
The Mayor and Council approved the survey before canvassing of the neighborhoods
began. Task Force members individually or in pairs surveyed all nine
neighborhoods. The November 2007 minutes of the Boonsboro Mayor and Council
meeting state that “a door-to-door community recycling survey will be used for
consideration of the curbside recycling quotes™.

The survey results were presented to the Mayor and Council at their February
2008 meeting. The results, reflecting a 41 percent participation rate, with responses
from all nine neighborhoods, showed that 86.1 percent of those surveyed wanted
curbside recycling. Eighty-five percent of those surveyed who do not currently
recycle responded that they would recycle if curbside recycling were available even if
it meant a higher trash pick-up fee. This statistic indicates that curbside recycling
would significantly increase the amount of recycled materials in Boonsboro and






